
Coping with the new Marine Strategy Framework Directive (MSFD), 
European fisheries face challenges and demands such as 1. 
transitioning to reducing discards and bringing all catches to land 
obligatorily (“landings obligation”: Common Fisheries Policy reform, EU 
Regulation 1380/2013) or 2. reduce their negative impact and bycatch 
of marine top predator populations (e.g. cetaceans). The complexity of 
these problems and the necessity of cutting across science and society 
boundaries,boundaries, make it necessary to follow a multi-actor approach, 
whereby scientists, fisheries technologists, fish producers and NGOs 
work collaboratively to provide the scientific and technical basis to 
achieve these goals. Results and objectives of ongoing projects at 
CCMAR to minimize unwanted catches (fish and cetaceans) and/or 
improve survivorship after discarding in the Algarve Portuguese purse 
seine will be presented and discussed. Developed ideas and 
experimentalexperimental outputs will be used to inform best practice and propose 
technical and management solutions as also mitigation in the 
Portuguese Purse Seine Fishery along the coast.
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