
Economic valuations of ecosystems services are politically important to inform management 

approaches to resolving the needs of different marine stakeholders and conservation drivers. 

Recreational uses of marine ecosystems contribute to human wellbeing and generate 

significant economic benefits to local economies yet a comprehensive understanding of their 

socioeconomic importance remains poorly quantified due to a lack of systematic evidence 

collation. This is even more pronounced when compared with other traditional marine uses (i.e. 

commercial fisheries), which are the target of monitoring programs that span several decades. 

TheThe lack of comprehensive information on marine recreational uses means that these are 

poorly represented when defining sustainable and integrated management plans. This study 

presents an assessment of the socioeconomic impact of non-extractive recreational uses 

closely associated with marine biodiversity (i.e. whale watching, diving and big game fishing) in 

the Azores archipelago (northeast Atlantic). Data were collected through a series of 

questionnaire surveys of the clients and managers of marine-tourism businesses in the 

Azorean islands. The marine ecotourism industry in the Azores comprises c. of 50 marine 

operators,operators, operating 102 boats daily in the summer months and supporting a total of 367 jobs, 

including 175 permanent 184 and seasonal jobs. Our results suggest that every year c. 57341 

tourists engaged in marine ecotourism activities generating approximately 70€ million in total 

expenditures to the regional economy. Results also indicate that such revenues are 

comparable to that of commercial fisheries for the same region. These values add a new 

dimension to arguments in support of marine conservation and call attention to the 

comprehensive integration of marine ecotourism activities in management plans.
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